




II> DESTINATION EXPEDITION 

wood interi o r and was quire the f',t·rlllennn·s 

yache within the gLl tS t space. but ;111 bus in e~ , 

o n thc exterio r and in the worlung area.). Her 
uwner used her co fi sh all uf the rem ote loca­
ti ons in the wo rld. Today. as Amtlzoll f\prt'.,s. 

she is ca rrying on her mi ss ion co find the next 
unch;Heered fi shIng destinati un. 

\Vonder ing ho\\ these mothcrships ofHoad 
eh elr Ill <Iss ive spon fishel'S> l'here 'He .1 nUl11bn 

of ways. Th e uadieional l11 eti lod is via a lal'gc 
cr;lllehl'lvie. M,lLlY or the cunvened CO Il1l11lT­

cial vessel s already were equipped wieh these 
tCH load ing cargo. and durin g the co nve rsion. 
they sililply (iLLcd a cradle ro the deck <Im id­

ship o n tOp of the old fi sh or ca rgo holds co 
supporr J boat. I-hi s sys tem has thc' adv;l11 IJgl' 

o f being very simp le. but with a single life 
poim, the vessel being liFted ca n b", qu itc dif­
ficul t co manage in distLlrbed waen. req uirin g 

a 1;lr§!,c' l1Llmber uf crew co be invo lved in rh e 
coo rd ination. The hrgn the vessel, th e more 
disadvantages this method h;l :>. 

Ove r the years there ha ve bee n a numhel 
o f o thn methods used and deve loped. Sle rn 

LJ C Lll" '~ .I S you o rrt' n ~ee o n wire laying 
shil)S ;1)1<..1 resea rch vessc l ~ carry in g subma­

rin es . provide grt'arer stab ility when lift ing 
spore fishers in di st urb ed w:lters. \Xi i[h thI S 

system, the vessel being li feed has less mom 
co sWi ng beclLI sl' it is loaded aboard in ;\ 
stra ight line, limitin g its movement. 

Anothe r system for stern loading is to 

ha ve a cradle that sinks inco th e \VJtc r V Ia 

a Stern ra mp. The spo re fi sher is dri ven imo 
the cLldle. secured and chen haLd ed up ehe 

ramp. Th is method eliminates th e dange r o f 
dropping ehe \(",,1 being loaded and lessen., 
the chances of injury to ehe crew, LhoLlgh It 
is f;\irly comp lex [() mainrain. 

Sl:'meJ. a 194- foo t ex plorer yach t has .\ 
very inll ovative sys etill. Ie was derIved from 
ehe lifeboa t cscl pe ap pm;lcll for large oil ri:c, ~. 

:In d is ;\ dep loymene and recovery ,ys tCI11, 
The o ri ginal system laun ched li febo; \ls o n ,1 

patented ex tending rail svs lcm and was .11s0 
able to retri eve them afrn li feboat dri ll s. 
Ihis SY,Lt'Ill not o nl y allows .\'e,, '('; CO lau nch 

and ret l'leve [he tendn ae anchor. but ;11'.0 

LIke most of tocld~ s l11otllerslliU5, ~'!IISCS 
In" flOI tJr)Cl!;tS fl nWrl,Jr1 of "111, lIillcs anti 111 

111> cornfor S .,f ~ flx'il y r l ~1' lil l If'SI" I 
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Caprlble 01 rOdmlng to tI,,,, entb uf the Earth 

.nothersil ips ~On1II1lH~ gaining III poplJlarity al1)Ollg 

serious anglers in searcn of unc;harfeci tlshene&. 

while rhe vessel is underway. Launching and 
recovery can be 11andled by one crewmem­
bel' as the boat is drawn i1\to a full y tendered 
slip thelt's built into the stem. 

Annthervessel was recently fitted with a huge 
forklift similal' to one yo u would find in a large 
boat dry sto ra~c: marina. This O1\e was fitted to 

a rail systt'1I) un deck that lifts the sporr fisher 
and irs cradle, wl1icl1 is welded to the forklift 

and luns out the side of rh e boat deck, wh ich 
is fltted with hydraulically lowering bulwarks. 
This system requires very litde crew, but can 
c1lso be vulnerable to disrurbed seas. 

AJI OceJn Yachts is currently working on a sys­

tem of having a Hoating dly dock thar the spo rr 
fi sher can rlln up to and be stored on in the stern 
of' the mothership or moved out to be secured 

along its side. The dock could also be used as a 
work pl:1[[orl11 or towed out ro a reef and lIsed as 

a dive pbtform. The filSt of these l1lotl1erships 
is slated for consrruction by I ACE shipyard , a 
leading builder ofexplorer yachrs. 

NIany of rhese world-el;)ss J1lorhersh IpS are 
privately owned, following the fi sh wherever 
their owners direct rhem. Howeve r, in rec'ne 

years, a number of them have been made 
available on the chal'rer marker. Som(' are 
simply ded icated to fi shing, while orhe rs are 
exp lorer vessels that Glrry a number of fish­

ing bOJls abo:trd as parr of their roy in ventory. 
Sel/ses, the vessel mentioned c:H lier is available 
For cha lTer as are ;:l number of others indud­
ing- Latitllde, which se rves th (' LO~L, l of South 

America. Sm Wolf a convened tll ~ sta tioned 
in Central America, Ti'ibll, il1 Sourhern Brazil, 
and SlIIprise in rhe South Pacific. 

W hat all these vessel have in common IS 
rheir ab ility to meer rhc·ir owne r"s require-
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menrs to transpon them and [heir guesrs 
comfortably and safely ro the grl':llCSt lo ca ­
rions in rhe world ro fish, 110 matter how re­
mem, whl,t her for big g.lme fish off the e03S( 

of Australia or Ay-fishing in Palago nie1. 
All OC[":1I1 Yachts is dedicated to build­

in g, design consulting, brokerage and char­
tering worldv."ide cruising vessels. explorer 
yachts <Ind mothershi ps. Our profl'ssional 
an d knowledgeable selll can help you find 
the right vesse:! for your needs , wharever they 
may be. For more informarion, visit our web­

site at: www.alloceanyachl>.com 

John DeCaro has SpCllt 18 ymrJ enjoyillg a Ii!;' 
llround die oC{"fin , foggiilg uller 80,000 nauti­
<'III miles 0/ marit ime, expericTlce. He ran his 
OWII busilless deliua i?lg yachts, maNagi ng pr{l/­
ects fwd ll'orking ill -'jslems integralirlll prior 10 
/;is bro kl'mgt' mrcl.'r, which I)tls Itcpt /;im bop­
ping the gl{lbe for the jJtlSI j <} ) 'CfITS. [] 
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