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2006 St. Lawrence Seaway International Section Opens Tomorrow

The St. Lawrence Seaway, the world’s longest inland waterway, opens its international section March 23 kicking off what promises to be a busy 2006 navigation season, Seaway Administrator Albert Jacquez announced today.

Officials will open the locks at 8:00 a.m. tomorrow, allowing water to fill the chamber in time for the first ship to enter.  

“Steady orders for outsized project cargo, imports of foreign made wind turbine components, and the possibility of zinc exports suggest this year will be a strong one,” said Jacquez.  The strongest reason to be optimistic, says Jacquez, is the economy itself.

Historically, the Seaway’s performance tracks the overall state of the national economy.  With construction, manufacturing and farming industries doing well overall, the waterway is likely to reflect that strength with a strong season, he predicted.

Jacquez said more and more barges are contributing to growth in Seaway traffic.  Aluminum ingots are moving from Trois-Rivières, Québec to Toledo, stirring interest in waterborne transport among manufacturing companies eager for reliable, affordable alternatives where roads are congested, he noted. 

Jacquez and his Canadian counterpart, Richard Corfe, President and CEO of the St. Lawrence Seaway Management Corporation, also have expressed a desire to attract new cargoes and container shipping into the Seaway.  Both will discuss their hopes for the upcoming season at opening ceremonies set for tomorrow morning at St. Lambert’s Lock in Montreal.  
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